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who was still in Ireland) thought it their wisest way to trim between their present interest and their former professions; that is to say, to substitute what they called an English war instead of an English peace.
Accordingly, they proposed sending a squadron of our men-of-war, together with a body of our foot, to reduce Canada, in concert with another body of forces that were to be raised in his Majesty's American colonies, which they undertook to show would give the finishing stroke to the French interest and commerce in those parts, and thereby render the war as serviceable to the people as it was agreeable at Court."
But this sage proposal of theirs (which, by the way, was utterly inconsistent with the basis of the coalition) was not made till the beginning of April, whereas the squadron ought to have been at sea before the end of March; and when made, was to be debated by a motley cabal of new and old Ministers, soldiers, seamen, and lawyers, men of different factions, different interests, and irreconcilable understandings; in consequence of which such a multiplicity of meetings were held, what had been once settled with great difficulty was so easily unsettled; so much time was spent in scolding, and so little effect did this scolding produce, that, thank God and contrary winds, the folly of the advisers and directors saved us from the folly of the expedition, and possibly prevented such mother sacrifice as might have countenanced that of Oarthagena.
The new Ministers, however, to the last, insisted on saving their folly as well as the old, insomuch, that ffhen the month of September came, and hardly any-,hing but disappointments and destruction could have